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GGooll dd   WW ii nngg  RRooaadd  RRii ddeerr ss  AA ssssooccii aatt ii oonn

RReeggii oonn   II

MM oonn tt aannaa  DDii sstt rr ii cctt

OOff ff ii cceerr ss  aanndd  SStt aaff ff

Region I  Directors  Roy & Pearl  McKenzie rpwngdom@tx3.net (253) 862-0220

Montana District Directors  Russ & Laurie Parpart  rusprprt@aol.com  (406) 628-8115

Assistant District Directors  Bill & Debbie Star  billanddebbie_starr@bresnan.net  (406) 727-8248

District Rider Educator  Jay Burdette  jaburd1@msn.com  (406) 652-1553

District Secretary/Treasurer  Vonnie Robson  vjrobson@bresnan.net (406) 651-0698

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster  Darrell Robson  dkrobson1@bresnan.net  (406) 651-0698

Chapter Directors
MT-A  Jerry & Diane Burright  bison258@msn.com  (406) 259-3426

MT-B  Tony & Gail Hoer  Tghoer@cs.com  (406) 652-2341

MT-C  Richard & Eileen Rumsey  (406) 787-5301

MT-G  Bill & Debbie Starr  billanddebbie_starr@bresnan.net  (406) 727-8248

MT-H  Bill Anzik  WFANZIK@YAHOO.COM   (406) 227-8904

MT-M  Greg Hintz  GHINTZ@CO.MISSOULA.MT.US   (406) 251-5781
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GGrr eeeett ii nnggss  FFrr oomm  tt hhee  BB ii gg  SSkk yy   CCoouunn tt rr yy

First I would like to thank Roy And Pearl for having enough confidence in me to ask me to step
up as Montana District Director. I hope to live up to your expectations.
    We just returned from the Idaho Rally and were really looking at how to put on a rally, and
yes John, seeing what ideas we could steal from you. John and his staff did a great job! Everyone
had a blast.
     Montana and Wyoming are having a Knowledge Enhancement Seminar in Sheridan
Wyoming on September 29th. This will cover Leadership, Chapter Structure and Organization,
Chapter Finances, News Letters and Web Sites, Delegation, Staffing, You’re an Officer Now
What, and Officer Appointment Procedures. Everything you have wondered about and here it is
at no cost! Please, all that can attend do! This is for all the members, not just officers. Mike
Briggs is the instructor and I have never met a more dynamic person than Mike. You will enjoy
the whole seminar. Lets show our Regional Director we will take advantage of any training they
will send our way. Email me and let me know if you plan on attending . We need to get our
numbers in so they can plan for the meeting .
     The 2008 Regional Rally is back to Powell, Wyoming August 14,15, and 16th, and Wing Ding
is in Greenville, South Carolina July 3,4,5, and 6th. We are currently working on finding a place
for the 2008 Montana Rally. As soon as we firm up the place and date we will let everyone
know.
      I’m going to have to be your Rider Ed. Guy this month, have to give Jay a little time to get
things figured out. He and Tony are working on getting all the District info transferred, so He’s a
little busy. We need everyone to get there updates in so we can get them into Region. Tony has
talked to most of You, but it seems we aren’t getting the info back. Please get it to Jay or Tony.
      The riding season is about over, but the Chapters social life continues, if your looking for fun
things to do go to the GWRRA web site MED division and download the “Fun Activities Guide”
have FUN and Make Memories.

Russ & Laurie Parpart
Montana District Directors

A little bit of information about the new “Newsletter Editor/Webmaster”.

I’ve been involved in volunteer organizations for several years, (4-H Leader,
Captain in a volunteer fire department, Cub Scout Master, Sheriff’s Posse
Search and Rescue, etc., so you would think that I’ve learned to keep my mouth
shut.  But, I guess I’m a slow learner!  I had been helping Laurie do the Chapter
MT-B Newsletter for the past few issues, so I had gained a little bit of experience.
Then, Russ asked me if I would take over the Newsletter Editor duties, and I
responded that I would.  I assumed that Laurie would be taking over the District
Newsletter Editor duties since she and Russ were moving up to District Director.
Well, we all know what happens when one “assumes” now don’t we?  It was a
small surprise when I found out that I would be doing the Chapter and District
newsletters.  So, my failure to keep my mouth shut has landed me in this position.
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Secretary/Treasurer’s tidbits.

Russ and Laurie have asked me to be the Secretary/Treasurer for Montana District. I am
very honored they have placed their confidence in me. At first I was hesitant, thinking I
wasn’t sure what to do. I will do my best to fulfill the duties and responsibilities of this
position. I plan on attending the training seminar in Sheridan Wyoming on September 29th

to gain a bit more insight as to the duties, etc.

My husband Darrell and I have been members of GWRRA for almost 3 years. GWRRA is
a big part of our lives. We enjoy all of the socializing, dinners and wonderful friends. This
was the first year we went on the “Teddy Bear Run” to the Shriners Children’s Hospital in
Spokane. It felt so good to belong to an organization that works to help others.

Again, Thank you Russ and Laurie for asking me to take this position. I will do my best,
but I will need help and advice along the way.

Vonnie

As the District Newsletter Editor/Webmaster, I will do my very best to publish
a timely, interesting newsletter, (with the help of our great G. W. R. R. A.
members  throughout the District, of course).  I would also like to call upon the
Chapter Directors of Chapters A, B, and C, to provide me with any updated
information that should be posted on the Chapter’s Web sites.  You may have
noticed that I have made some changes, and would like to have your input as to
content, accuracy, any events you have planned, etc., so that we can have the
most current information readily available to our members.

Chapters G, H, and M, will be maintained by their designated individuals, but
if there is anything that I might be of assistance with, I’ll be glad to lend a hand
where ever I can.

I can be reached at this e-mail address:  dkrobson1@bresnan.net if anyone has
any questions/suggestions.

Thanks,

Darrell
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District Rider Education Newsletter
 
  

Jay Burdette, Montana District Rider Educator
E-mail: Jaburd1@msn.com

 

September 2007
    

  Hello Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge!

Please allow me to introduce myself.  My name is Jay Burdette.  My wife and Co-
Rider, Susan and I are your new District Rider Educators.  We joined GWRRA
and MT-B in 2006 and have enjoyed many activities with our chapter.  I have
been a motorcyclist for 38 years, starting out the age of 8 with a Yamaha Mini
Enduro 60cc.  A lot of my early years of riding were in the mountains and deserts
of Southern California.  I was 11 years old when I acquired my 1st  street legal
motorcycle and started doing a little “street riding” at the age of 13 on the paved
country roads around Wilsall, MT.  (Yes, I know that I was not legal to do that,
but I think the statutes of limitations have run out on that)

Fast forward a bunch of years to first Wing Ding in Billings when “I fell in love”
with the Gold Wings and said “SOME DAY…….” .  It only took us until April
2005 to buy our 1st Wing, a 1983 Interstate.  Then, in September 06, and eight
motorcycles later, we found our current ride, a Martini Beige 1988 1500 with a
cargo trailer.  I have managed to put on 17K (s)miles in the last 2 ½ years on the
“Wings” and looking forward to a lot more.

Now, for the real reason we are here.  Rider Ed.  It is my hope to be able to serve
you as well as Tony and Gail have in their tenure.  I am very new to this
organization, and I know that I have a lot to learn, but hopefully we can learn a lot
together.  Many of you probably already know (any maybe have forgotten) more
about motorcycle owning and riding than I do, and maybe over time I will be able
to pass on to you some words of wisdom, or remind you of something you knew
once upon a time and have forgotten.

Now, for the wisdom.

O.K., time for a more little more background on me.  I am a “Tire Man” by trade.
So, can you guess what my first “words of wisdom” are going to be about (and
you will hear about quite often).  You guessed it.  TIRES.  The first items to
check in your               T-CLOCS survey.

The TIRES on our Wings are responsible for so many things.  They are the “glue”
that holds us on the road, they are the “container” of the air that supports our
loads, they are responsible for our very lives.  They need us to take care of them
so that they can take care of us.  We need to inspect them on a very frequent
basis, checking the air pressure, tread depth, cuts, bulges, flat spots, foreign
objects, irregular wear, weather checking, etc.  Inspection should include, putting
the bike on the center stand, lying on the ground, check the air pressure, and then



5

slowly turning the rear tire and looking for damage and objects embedded in the
tire.  Removing those objects and inspecting the injury.  Are the under lying cords
exposed or damaged, if they are, it can result in water “wicking” its way into the
tire structure and causing the body plies to separate.  When the rear tire is done,
you can put a jack under the front of the engine and raise it until the front tire
clears the ground and do the same inspection on it.  This normally can be done in
5- 10 min.  Isn’t that worth the piece of mind on that ride, just one more thing that
you don’t have to wonder about when you are taking in the scenery?

Those that don’t manage to wear out a set of tires every year or two, need to pay
additional attention to the “AGE FACTOR”.  The manufacturers’ warranties and
responsibilities are gone when the tires reach 5 years of age.  The age factor
should be checked when purchasing your tires too.  I once had a dealer sell me a
tire for my motorcycle that was over 5 years old.  To his credit he did take it back
when I advised him of this, but, it was placed back on the “for sale shelf” by
another employee when I returned it.

The glue – Helps us to maintain contact with the road and if you don’t have
enough tread depth on your tires, they are not able to channel away the water
when riding on wet roads.

The Container – I think of a tire as an air container. It has to be able to hold
enough air pressure to support the loads that we carry.  Unfortunately, we don’t
live in a perfect world and we all don’t come in shapes and sizes that are ideal for
our tires.  Many of us are pushing or exceeding the weight limits of our tires,
meaning we could be over the load carrying capacity of our motorcycle tires,
mainly, the rear tire.  If proper air pressure is not maintained, and running at the
maximum possible, (for those that are loaded to heavy) then excessive heat will
be generated.  Too much heat and tire damage will happen. Tire damage……. and
you get the picture, things go boom.

The reason that I am bringing this all up, we have had several tire related
accidents in this state this year, resulting in injuries and worse.  The problem as I
see it, wasn’t what I would consider to be tire failures, but more often than not,
what I would consider to be rider failures.  Failure to inspect and monitor tire
condition.  I feel that with proper inspection and monitoring, most, if not all of
these incidences could have been avoided.  PLEASE, CHECK YOUR TIRES!!!

The next subject that I would like to cover is Rider and Co-Rider Education.
There are a lot of things that need to be addressed before jumping on and riding,
for both the Pilot and Co-Pilot of our Wings, too many to go into here.  I want to
encourage everyone to get into working on their Levels, getting your updates
turned in and signing up for any training that is offered.  As the riding season is
getting ready to slow down or stop for many, it is a good time to start thinking
about what WE can or should do to prepare for the next year, what needs to be
updated, or what needs to be done to stay current.  Please check your cards and
keep yourselves updated.

I have rambled on long enough for this edition.  I would just like to remind all of
you to:
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Check Your Tires
Ride Your Ride, Know Your Limits
Ride Like you are Invisible, Ride to be Seen
Ride Safe, Ride Often
All The Gear, All The Time

Jay Burdette
MT-DE   

 

Keeping Your Membership Information Current

GWRRA has thousands of members worldwide, and keeping the contact information current for
every member is a daunting task.  Over the years, GWRRA has tried a number of methods, but
with the advent of easy, affordable internet access to the masses, GWRRA has gone almost
totally electronic.  In Chapter WA-L, my home Chapter, the majority of our members receive
their monthly newsletter via email, event notices via email, and Chapter membership lists and
updates via email.  Sure, we still have hard copies for those who don’t use computers, but they
are certainly in the minority today.
One major advantage to this system is the cost savings.  We used to print out newsletters and
mail them. We worked hard to keep costs to a minimum, with newsletters that never exceeded
the cost of a first class stamp.  But even so, the annual postage expenses would exceed $300-
$400 per year.  That’s quite a hit on a local Chapter budget without local dues.
So today we depend on email and the internet to keep in touch with members.  But members
have been assigned a responsibility to keep their own information current, even if they never
received an “official” notice of that responsibility.  GWRRA doesn’t mail out reminders that
your membership is going to expire, and they aren’t going to come looking for you if your mail
fails to get delivered to the right address.  You’ll miss the Wing World Magazine for sure…
heck, that’s the reason some people joined GWRRA – just to get the magazine.  And your
Chapter will miss you!
So, what are your responsibilities as a member? What do you need to do to keep your contact
information current?  What do you do if your email address changes; if you move; or if you
change your phone number?  You need to tell GWRRA.  And how do you do it? Well, there’s
the “old fashioned way”, and then there’s the internet way.
The old fashioned way is to pick up a phone and call
(800) 843-9460.  You can fax to (623) 581-3844 or email
them at customerservice@gwrra.org .  You can also log
on to the internet, and go to www.gwrra.org where you’ll
see this link to “Manage Your Membership”.  The point is
you have to keep your information current.
On May 14, 2007, Melissa Nordeoff issued an email stating “Member Updates:  … effective
immediately, we will no longer be accepting any updates to a Member's record from anyone
except the Member. We have had many circumstances where the information given to us was the
wrong information. The Members must update their own information on line, by phone, email, or
snail mail. A few might feel that they are being inconvenience but we really are trying to make
sure their private information is secure and accurate.”
Many Chapters are managing their own membership lists, and have profiles for local members to
fill out.  These help keep local phone trees and email distribution lists current.  But local
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notification does not affect or update the national membership lists.  Only you can keep your
information current.
So don’t miss a single issue of the Wing World.  Don’t miss being included in the Gold Book (or
opt-out if you don’t want to be in the Gold Book).  Don’t miss one minute of the fun of being a
GWRRA member because your address was wrong or your phone number was out of date.  Sign
on, log-in, and keep your membership information current.  Then be sure to tell your local
Chapter, too!
Della Heideman
Region I Membership Coordinator


