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Montana District, October, 2007 Newsletter

Greetings from the Big Sky Country

Fall is in the air. We went through Yellowstone Park two weekends ago you can realiee
the colors there. We were looking at a place to hold the 2008 Montana Rally. No, I'm not
telling yet.

We saw four bears, which we haven’t seen for years. It was a very relaxing weekelkdée
spent the night at the Fishing Bridge Campground and it rained all night andnost of the
next day. We took our time and went home by way of Beartooth pass, and like normal for
us it either rains, snows, or is foggy. It was foggy! But we had a very enjoyable weele

| wanted to talk to the Chapter Directors a little about newsletters. Whehwas a
Chapter Director | would get newsletters from a few other Chapters irthe District, but |
didn’t do the same. Shame on Me! We need to get our newsletter out to all th@&pters in
the District. If you think about it, we very seldom get to see Chapter M, G, }Hor C.
Wouldn't it be great to visit, coordinate a ride to meet, have lunch, ICE CREAMand get
to know the other Chapter participants in our own State? | think it would ke great!

Laurie and | are finally getting settled in as District Directors | think we’re down to a
fast walk from pure kayos! We are looking forward to planning the Montana Rally wit
our staff. {no I'm still not telling.}

Roy has already told us the Region I rally will be in Powell, Wyoming, boy no excuses
not to go to this one! It is August 1% thru 16™. We have always enjoyed the Region Rally.

| also want to congratulate Mike and Peggy Hudnell as the new Washington Distric
Directors. | look forward to meeting them.

| also want to thank Mike Briggs the Region | Trainer for taking the time and expnse
of putting on the class in Sheridan this last weekend. Talk to some ofeimembers that
went, and watch for the next one because you really missed out by not being theFhank
You again Mike!

Don't be shy get out there and participate in your Chapters activities, theore your
involved the more FUN!

Let's make memories!

Russ and Laurie Parpart
Montana District Directors



This item is very important. Therefore, we are ruming it again in
this newsletter!

Keeping Your Membership Information Current

GWRRA has thousands of members worldwide, and keeping the contact information fourre
every member is a daunting task. Over the years, GWRRA has tried a numbédrazfaneut

with the advent of easy, affordable internet access to the masses, GWRRA halsngahe

totally electronic. In Chapter WA-L, my home Chapter, the majority of our memmbeeive

their monthly newsletter via email, event notices via email, and Chapter nsmipbésts and
updates via email. Sure, we still have hard copies for those who don’t use computers, but they
are certainly in the minority today.

One major advantage to this system is the cost savings. We used to print outersvesidt

mail them. We worked hard to keep costs to a minimum, with newsletters that neesteskce

the cost of a first class stamp. But even so, the annual postage expenses would exeeed $300
$400 per year. That's quite a hit on a local Chapter budget without local dues.

So today we depend on email and the internet to keep in touch with members. But members
have been assigned a responsibility to keep their own information current, evemi¢vieey
received an “official” notice of that responsibility. GWRRA doesn’t mailreatinders that

your membership is going to expire, and they aren’t going to come looking for yawr imail

fails to get delivered to the right address. You’'ll miss the Wing World Magdar sure...

heck, that’'s the reason some people joined GWRRA — just to get the magazine. And your
Chapter will miss you!

So, what are your responsibilities as a member? What do you need to do to keep your contac
information current? What do you do if your email address changes; if you arafrgpu

change your phone number? You need to tell GWRRA. And how do you do it? Well, there’s
the “old fashioned way”, and then there’s the internet way.

The old fashioned way is to pick up a phone and call

(800) 843-9460. You can fax to (623) 581-3844 or email

them atcustomerservice@gwrra.orgYou can also log

on to the internet, and go vovw.gwrra.orgwhere you'll

see this link to “Manage Your Membership”. The point is

you have to keep your information current.

On May 14, 2007, Melissa Nordeoff issued an email stating “Member Updates:ectiveff
immediately, we will no longer be accepting any updates to a Member's remordriyone

except the Member. We have had many circumstances where the information giverasotis
wrong information. The Members must update their own information on line, by phone, email, or
snail mail. A few might feel that they are being inconvenience but wlg egaltrying to make

sure their private information is secure and accurate.”

Many Chapters are managing their own membership lists, and have profilesaafonébers to

fill out. These help keep local phone trees and email distribution lists current. &ut loc
notification does not affect or update the national membership lists. Only you cayokeep
information current.

So don’t miss a single issue of the Wing World. Don’t miss being included in the Gold Book (or
opt-out if you don’t want to be in the Gold Book). Don’t miss one minute of the fun of being a
GWRRA member because your address was wrong or your phone number was out of date. Sign
on, log-in, and keep your membership information current. Then be sure to tell your local
Chapter, too!

Della Heideman Region | Membership Coordinator




Membership Enhancement Web Site
Rick Buck
MED Webmaster

If you haven't visited the GWRRA Membership Enhancement web site lately you are
missing a lot of good information and a new look. First thing you have missed is that the
web address has changed. The new web address is http://med.gwrra.org/. For those of
you that have links on a Region, District or Chapter web site that points to the GWRRA
Membership Enhancement site or any of its contents you will need to update the links
with the new address.

Beside the new look, we have tried to format the site to easily find information you
might need or just want to review. We have also added a number of new information
items. Since GWRRA members like to travel and stop by events we have added an
Events page. This page is designed for Region and Districts to be able to list the
upcoming rallies with links back to the Region or Districts web sites. All a Region or
District staff needs to do is send an email with the information about the rally to the
webmaster.

The second addition is we have made is listing GWRRA recruiting superstars on the
Hall of Fame and Hall of Honor pages. The last addition we made is a Feedback form.
From the web site you can provide feedback, ask questions or get information directly
from the Membership Enhancement Director, June Agee without having to send an
email.

Our goal is to add new or update current information on the web site at least once a
month. The main page of the site will display the date new information was added or
changed and where it is located. So you will want to check back on a regular basis so
you don’t miss anything.

If you any thoughts, ideas or suggestions about the site you can forward them to the
webmaster at rmbuck@tampabay.rr.com.




