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Region I  Directors  Roy & Pearl  McKenzie rpwngdom@tx3.net (253) 862-0220 
 
Montana District Directors  Russ & Laurie Parpart  rusprprt@aol .com  (406) 628-8115 
 
Assistant District Directors  Bill & Debbie Star  billanddebbie_starr@bresnan.net  (406) 727-8248 
 
District Rider Educator  Jay Burdette  jaburd1@msn.com  (406) 652-1553 
 
District Secretary/Treasurer  Vonnie Robson  vjrobson@bresnan.net (406) 651-0698 
 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster  Darrell Robson  dkrobson1@bresnan.net  (406) 651-0698 
 

 
Chapter Directors 

 
MT-A Jerry & Diane Burright  bison258@msn.com 
 
MT-B  Tony & Gail Hoer  Tghoer@cs.com  (406) 652-2341 
 
MT-C  Richard & Eileen Rumsey  (406) 787-5320 
 
MT-G  Tom Mitchman/Linda Markham  kawipower@netzero.com  (406) 454-2784 
 
MT-H  Bill Anzik  VigilanteWings@yahoo.com     (406) 227-8904 
 
MT-M  Greg Hintz   bigskywings@hotmail.com  (406) 251-5781 
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                          MM oonn tt aannaa  DD ii sstt rr ii cctt   NNeewwssll eett tt eerr   FFoorr   MM aayy   

 
 
 

                       Greetings from the Big Sky Country 
 
 
 
 

Hi Everyone, 
    May, yippee, we can start to get some rides in!  I’ve been busy getting our Rally meals, meeting place, and all 
the rest of the good stuff that goes along with it to try and make it as memorable for you as I can.  I’ve asked for 
help and so far and I know all thru the Chapters I’ve gotten a good response.  The early pre-registration has 
expired but please don’t let that stop you from signing up.  The more the merrier! 
    Laurie, Jessica, and I are heading for West and Kirkwood this afternoon to check on other Motels and finalize 
some loose ends. 
    Well now we are back from West Yellowstone and there is a lot of snow over there!  Look for more Motels, 
cabins and places to eat on our web site.  I am sooooh looking forward to seeing all of our friends at the Rallies!   
I wish we could make it to all of them, but we are taking two weeks to go to Wing Ding.   Yes!  We are taking 
the sidecar and I can’t wait to see some of this good ole USA!   We are going to do short days, which should 
make it a very enjoyable trip. 
     This weekend Chapter B is doing their Wal-Mart BBQ for the Shriners and the Teddy Bear Run.  They are 
also selling baked goods this year for Relay for Life.  Busy crew.  It is always fun meeting the people and just 
visiting with the Chapter participants.  
       Chapter C is doing a Bike Show in Glendive on the same weekend and are having lunch at the EPEC 
center.  Now that’s where I want to be. 
      I finally made it to Chapter M’s meeting on Tuesday evening and they are busy scheduling their summer 
events.  Some of them are headed over today to do the 35th annual Rose City, Oregon 500 and returning on 
Sunday.  Now that is a Ride! 
      All of the Chapters seem to be busy doing their planning for the summer.  We are having a service your 
Bike Day at our shop next weekend, I’m looking forward to that.  We can do a lot of inspections and make sure 
everyone is safe for the Riding season, and of course we are going to burn some burgers and hot dogs!  
      We have the opportunity July 25th to go to a play in West Yellowstone.  The play is “Hello Dolly”.  The 
ticket prices are $16.00 per person.  If you are interested let me know and we will block tickets for the play and 
pay for them that evening.  We need numbers, so let me know.  
      I have to add this, nothing to do with GWRRA , but I was impressed.  We drove up to Kirkwood through 
Ennis, before we reached Cameron we saw some Elk off to the right side near what is called Wall Creek.  We 
started looking harder and there were Elk all over.  The next day on our way home we saw a string of Elk 
coming down a ridge and pulled over to watch.  They were thick.  I turned around and drove back a couple of 
miles and pulled into a ranch access road and drove down it for a couple of miles till we were on a hill.  Just 
ahead of us the Elk were crossing the road, jumping the fences on each side of the road.  They were already two 
miles to the right, just starting to cross the highway.  We sat there for over a half hour and they were still 
coming from the ridge to our left, and another herd was coming to meet up with this one.  There had to have 
been over 3000 head!   What a sight!  
     Well, keep the registrations coming, we are looking forward to all the rallies and friends.  Have a safe 
summer and may it be filled with wonderful memories  
Russ and Laurie  
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Here are some of the sights that we saw on our jaunt to Hebgen. 
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Jay Burdette, Montana District Rider Educator 

E-mail: Jaburd1@msn.com 
 
  
 
Hello Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge, 

  
Another riding season is upon us finally!!!!  And, if you haven’t done so already, it is time to get our rides ready 
for the season.  Chapter B had a “Service Your Bike” session at Russ and Laurie’s “dinky little garage” on May 
17th, complete with a burger burn and potluck.  It was a good opportunity to get those bikes checked over and 
serviced for the season.  We did some fluids changes (Oil, Brake & Clutch Fluid, Rear Drive, and Coolant), and 
filters (Air & Oil) and a rear tire.  It was a good opportunity to learn more and/or share knowledge with others.  
We were not equipped to service muffler bearings or blinker fluid, those are items will need to be taken care of 
on your own…�   
 
It is also the time of year to take the opportunity to get yourself “serviced up” and get the cobwebs’ shaken out 
of your riding skills.  Some members of Chapter B have recently completed or refreshed the Co-Rider Seminar.  
They learned there is more to riding the back seat than just sitting there, taking a nap or reading. LOL  
They found out about checking and PREPARING the bike before a ride (T-Clock), COMMUNICATION, 
RIDING SKILLS and EMERGENCY ACTION (what if). 
 
They also learned that a good massage can help their Rider “CONCENTRATE and STAY SHARP”. �   
Some members have also recently spent some time getting in some PLP (Parking Lot Practice) in preparation 
for an upcoming ERC (Experienced Rider Course) on May 31st.  These are good opportunities to “tune and 
adjust” your riding skills. 
 
Chapter B also recently had a CPR/1ST Aid class to help them be prepared in case of an emergency.  It is not a 
matter of if you will need these skills……..but when.  Did you know that you are more likely to use these skills 
for a loved one than a stranger?  Who will you save?  
 
The reason that I am filling you in on these activities is that I would like to know what your Chapter is doing for 
training.  Do you need assistance in getting these activities going???                     
 
You should also take this opportunity to get your emergency info sheet updated.  Do you have any prescription 
or health related changes? 
 
May is also Motorist Awareness Month .  We as “Riders” need to “Ride Aware”.   Unfortunately, with winter 
most motorcycles are parked and the motorist’s are not accustomed to seeing us on the road.  We have to be 
prepared for them to “NOT SEE US”.  We can also help them to see us by how we ride, what we wear and by 
how we customize and accessorize our rides (safety chrome� , lights� , and modulators� ).  When we are 
approached by the “admiring public” that we seem to attract, it is a good opportunity to take a few minutes to 
visit with them and talk about our bikes and why we ride.  Question them about things that may help them 
notice and see us .  Ask if they have a family member or friend that rides.  It will help them to connect with us 
and be more conscious with their actions when they are driving.  A few minutes invested this way may help to 
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save yourself or a fellow rider from a crash.  The words most often heard after a crash are, “I DIDN’T SEE 
HIM”, which could and should be interpreted as “I WASN’T LOOKING FOR HIM ”. 
 
Due to the current and unrelenting daily increases in our fuel prices we are seeing a daily increase in the 
numbers of motorcycles on the road.  Many are the little “gas miser scooters” and many of these are being 
operated by people that have had little/or most likely, no training or gear.  If you see something “WRONG” with 
the way they are “doing it” please take the opportunity to educate them in a “non-threatening” way.  
 

 
 
With these riders on the road the number of wrecks is increasing.  Let’s all do our best to not join them in be a 
statistic and…….  
 
 
“RIDE LIKE A PRO”,  
 
Not like an Amateur. 
 
   

�

�

                    (Professional)                                                                    (Amateur) 



 6

 
 
 

Keeping Your Membership Information Current 
 

GWRRA has thousands of members worldwide, and keeping the contact information current for every member 
is a daunting task.  Over the years, GWRRA has tried a number of methods, but with the advent of easy, 
affordable internet access to the masses, GWRRA has gone almost totally electronic.  In Chapter WA-L, my 
home Chapter, the majority of our members receive their monthly newsletter via email, event notices via email, 
and Chapter membership lists and updates via email.  Sure, we still have hard copies for those who don’t use 
computers, but they are certainly in the minority today. 
One major advantage to this system is the cost savings.  We used to print out newsletters and mail them. We 
worked hard to keep costs to a minimum, with newsletters that never exceeded the cost of a first class stamp.  
But even so, the annual postage expenses would exceed $300-$400 per year.  That’s quite a hit on a local 
Chapter budget without local dues. 
So today we depend on email and the internet to keep in touch with members.  But members have been assigned 
a responsibility to keep their own information current, even if they never received an “official” notice of that 
responsibility.  GWRRA doesn’t mail out reminders that your membership is going to expire, and they aren’t 
going to come looking for you if your mail fails to get delivered to the right address.  You’ll miss the Wing 
World Magazine for sure… heck, that’s the reason some people joined GWRRA – just to get the magazine.  
And your Chapter will miss you! 
So, what are your responsibilities as a member? What do you need to do to keep your contact information 
current?  What do you do if your email address changes; if you move; or if you change your phone number?  
You need to tell GWRRA.  And how do you do it? Well, there’s the “old fashioned way”, and then there’s the 
internet way. 
The old fashioned way is to pick up a phone and call 
(800) 843-9460.  You can fax to (623) 581-3844 or email 
them at customerservice@gwrra.org .  You can also log 
on to the internet, and go to www.gwrra.org where you’ll 
see this link to “Manage Your Membership”.  The point is 
you have to keep your information current. 
On May 14, 2007, Melissa Nordeoff issued an email stating “Member Updates:  … effective immediately, we 
will no longer be accepting any updates to a Member's record from anyone except the Member. We have had 
many circumstances where the information given to us was the wrong information. The Members must update 
their own information on line, by phone, email, or snail mail. A few might feel that they are being 
inconvenience but we really are trying to make sure their private information is secure and accurate.” 
Many Chapters are managing their own membership lists, and have profiles for local members to fill out.  These 
help keep local phone trees and email distribution lists current.  But local notification does not affect or update 
the national membership lists.  Only you can keep your information current. 
So don’t miss a single issue of the Wing World.  Don’t miss being included in the Gold Book (or opt-out if you 
don’t want to be in the Gold Book).  Don’t miss one minute of the fun of being a GWRRA member because 
your address was wrong or your phone number was out of date.  Sign on, log-in, and keep your membership 
information current.  Then be sure to tell your local Chapter, too! 
Della Heideman            Region I Membership Coordinator 
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Membership Enhancement Web Site 

Rick Buck 
 
 
 
 

MED Webmaster 
 
   If you haven’t visited the GWRRA Membership Enhancement web site lately you are missing a lot 
of good information and a new look. First thing you have missed is that the web address has 
changed. The new web address is http://med.gwrra.org/. For those of you that have links on a 
Region, District or Chapter web site that points to the GWRRA Membership Enhancement site or any 
of its contents you will need to update the links with the new address.  
 
   Beside the new look, we have tried to format the site to easily find information you might need or 
just want to review. We have also added a number of new information items. Since GWRRA 
members like to travel and stop by events we have added an Events page. This page is designed for 
Region and Districts to be able to list the upcoming rallies with links back to the Region or Districts 
web sites. All a Region or District staff needs to do is send an email with the information about the 
rally to the webmaster. 
 
   The second addition is we have made is listing GWRRA recruiting superstars on the Hall of Fame 
and Hall of Honor pages. The last addition we made is a Feedback form. From the web site you can 
provide feedback, ask questions or get information directly from the Membership Enhancement 
Director, June Agee without having to send an email. 
 
   Our goal is to add new or update current information on the web site at least once a month.  The 
main page of the site will display the date new information was added or changed and where it is 
located. So you will want to check back on a regular basis so you don’t miss anything. 
 
   If you any thoughts, ideas or suggestions about the site you can forward them to the webmaster at 
rmbuck@tampabay.rr.com.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Region Rally Dates 
 

OR-       June 12-14 Prineville 
WY-      June 19-21 Newcastle 

WA-      July 17-20 Lynden 
MT-       July 25-27 Hebgen Lake 
Region   August 14-16 Powell WY 

ID          August 29-31 Kellogg 
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                               Gold Wing Road Rider Association                    
2008 Montana District Rally; July 25, 26, and 27. 

Kirkwood Resort, Hebgen Lake, Mt. 
Please Print clearly and sign at the bottom. Each Rider must fill out a separate form. 
Rider Name_________________________________________ Member#________________ Chapter___________ 
Co-rider Name_______________________________________ Member#________________ Chapter___________ 
Position currently held in GWRRA, if any:_____________________________ Tele. No.:_____________________ 
Mail Address: _________________________________________, E-Mail:___________________________________ 
City____________________________________, State ______ Zip__________ 
Advanced Pre Registration – Post marked by May 1, 2008 
Life Member $ 15.00 X _______ = $_________________                                                          
Member $ 20.00 X _______ = $_________________ 
Non-member $ 25.00 X _______=$_______________ 
Pre-Registration – Post marked by June 20, 2008 
Life Member $ 18.00 X _______ = $_________________ 
Member $ 23.00 X _______ = $_________________ 
Non-member $ 28.00 X _______ = $_________________ 
After June 21, 2008 - Registration 
Life Member $ 20.00 X _______ = $_________________ 
Member $ 25.00 X _______ = $_________________ 
Non-member $ 30.00 X _______ = $_________________ 
Children under 15 free____________________________________Meal price same as adult. 
Pre-registration 50/50 $ 1.00 X_______= $__________________ 
(Must be present to win) Or Eight (8) for $5.00 = $______________ 
Grand Prize Tickets $ 1.00 X_______ = $_________________ 
(Must be present to win) Or Eight (8) for $5.00 = $_______________ 
Saturday Night Dinner – Steak and chicken and the trimmings. 

$16.00 ea.  X______= $____________ Must be reserved and paid (Registration form 

or separate postmark by June 20, 2008) 
 
2008 Tee shirts available by Pre-registration ONLY (No orders taken after June 20, 2008) 
T-shirt, Short Sleeve 
Small $13.00 x _____ = $__________  
Medium $13.00 x _____ = $ _______                                      
Large $13.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
X Large $13.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
XX Large $14.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
XXX Large $15.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
T-shirt, Long Sleeve 
Small $15.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
Medium $15.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
Large $15.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
X Large $15.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
XX Large $16.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
XXX Large $17.00 x _____ = $ _______ 
Shirt Order Total:______________ 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT (Registration, Dinner, Shirts, Tickets, etc,) ENCLOSED: $___________. Please make checks payable 

to “GWRRA Montana District”. Mail to : Russ Parpart, 1835 Pheasant Brook Drive, Laurel, Mt. 59044  
Agreement: I/We the undersigned agree to comply with the rules governing this event. I/We hold harmless GWRRA, its 
officers, 
representatives, and event sponsors, for the loss or injury to personal property. I/We have read and understand this form. 
Rider (signature)____________________ Date_______ Co-rider (signature)_________________________ Date_______ 
 


